ABSTRACT
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in an infant population with natural causes of death we would expect there to be a range of ages-at-death represented, with a representative proportion of premature infants, as well as a number who survived for a few months after birth, in addition to those who died at birth. The studies by Mays cited above indicate that there are fewer premature and older infants than we should expect, hence his conclusion that the peak at full term is not a natural phenomenon. The re-evaluation by Gowland and Chamberlain 23 argued for the presence of a broader range of ages-at-death, though a neonatal peak was still present, albeit less pronounced (Fig. 1) . If it is not a product of infanticide as Mays suggests, then why is there this bias towards neonatal infants in the archaeological record?
As Mays and Eyers stated in discussing the Yewden burials: 'A further possibility is that for some reason, the excavated area at Hambledon was used for burials of mainly full-term infants, with most slightly younger or older ones being buried elsewhere. The Hambledon perinatal age distribution resembles those produced from other Roman sites in Britain (Mays 1993) , so for this to be an explanation it would have to apply more generally, with interment of pre-term foetuses and infants dying in the first few weeks of life in ways which have left no trace archaeologically. We know of no evidence that this sort of burial selection which explored a single domestic unit that was occupied from the second to the fourth centuries AD and it is here that we have clear evidence for their spatial patterning. Langston's analysis of the age-at-death of the infants (Table 1 , Fig. 3) showed that the vast majority died in the period around full term (38-40 gestational weeks), thereby fitting in with the pattern discussed by Mays. However, an analysis of the distribution of the 11 burials of Phases 4 and 5 (early-mid fourth century) in trench 3 suggested a careful pattern of burial. The rite was a simple one with each burial contained in a small pit in a domestic context, but there was a clear spatial pattern evident (Fig. 4) (Fig. 2) . 30 The human remains from the Burnby Lane site were studied by J. Langston and R. Gowland, whilst those from Glen Garth were recorded by J.
Higgins and the Plough Inn by V. J. Wastling.
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The Burnby Lane excavation investigated a domestic site which dated from the mid-late Iron Age through to the fourth century AD and produced burials of 52 people, of whom 41 were infants. There were 43 individuals, including only 4 infants, from the adjacent sites at Glen Garth/Plough Inn which included a formal cemetery used from the late Roman period into the early Middle Ages. Three of these infants (two premature and one a few months old) came from a domestic enclosure, and only one (of uncertain age) came from the cemetery. The age distribution of all the Hayton burials is shown in Table 2 and Fig. 5 . The Burnby Lane evidence shows a very strong emphasis on infants aged 38-40 gestational weeks, but with a broader representation of ages than seen at Shiptonthorpe. By contrast the Glen
Garth/Plough Inn evidence shows an age distribution more similar to many other Romano-British cemeteries. It is also notable that neonatal infants (aged 38-40 gestational weeks) are absent from these sites although younger individuals were found. This is perhaps a function of the nature of the Glen Garth settlement excavation, which was undertaken under exceptionally difficult conditions. As has What we see in the contrast in age distribution between the domestic context at Burnby Lane and the formal cemetery at Glen Garth/Plough Inn is evidence for the differentiation of burial context by age-at-death. It seems clear from this that neonatal infants were normally buried in a domestic context, and that adults were generally placed in a separate formal cemetery. The pattern for pre-full term infants and older infants/children is less clearly seen, partly because of a lack of evidence, which might itself suggest that such children were generally buried in a different context which we have yet to discover.
In relation to this, it is worth considering a group of three cremation burials found on the Burnby Lane site
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. The two better-preserved urns both contained double burials, each with an adult female interred together with a child (aged respectively 2-4 and 6-8 years). Two similar cremation burials contained within urns that were found at Shiptonthorpe also held multiple burials: Cremation 1.1, two adults, one possible male, plus a child; Cremation 1.2 adult plus child. 34 Neither child could be aged. These graves perhaps support the idea that children were given a different burial rite to infants on the one hand and adults on the other.
The spatial distribution of burials at Burnby Lane Hayton will be considered below but we may note that both here and at Shiptonthorpe, these cremation burials were found tightly clustered within the settlement, close to, but just outside, occupied domestic enclosures (Fig. 8) . Although the numbers are small it is difficult to believe that this pattern of multiple individuals in single graves plus the association of an adult (or in one case two adults) with a child can be the product of chance.
Furthermore, it seems improbable that each pair of people died at the same timeunless the cremation rite was reserved for such occasions. Its repetition suggests that one of the dead had been kept, either as a body, or as cremated remains, until the death of an appropriate burial partner. In this context it is notable that at Burnby
Lane the pottery vessel that contained one of these paired burials was itself unusually old when deposited. It is perhaps more likely that it was a child's body that was curated in this way, until the death of a parent (or, in one case, perhaps both). It remains unclear whether the first death was immediately followed by the cremation of the body, or whether it was kept and then cremated at the same time as the accompanying person. In either case, such curation of human remains has considerable implications for the general representation of different age cohorts. It also raises the question of whether cremation itself was a rite that was universally adopted in this area, as is usually assumed, or one that was confined to particular social circumstances. These questions certainly deserve further research as new evidence is discovered in the future. If such a pattern of burial was more widespread in Roman Britain this would have significant implications. It suggests, for instance, that the widespread assumption that any woman found buried together with an infant had died in childbirth needs re-evaluation.
PATTERNS IN THE EVIDENCE: HAYTON -BURIAL LOCATION
In contrast to the evidence from Shiptonthorpe the associations between infant burials and excavated structures at Burnby Lane are more complex, partly because of the more fragmentary nature of the structural evidence and partly because of the site's complex sequence. However, despite some uncertainty in the phasing of individual burials there is again strong evidence for a pattern of careful deposition of neonatal infants within a domestic context, close to occupied buildings. Furthermore, given the longer sequence than at Shiptonthorpe, it is possible to examine the evidence chronologically.
In the late Iron Age phases (Fig. 6) , there is a cluster of infant burials in the western enclosure (Enclosure 2.1) to the east of the main domestic roundhouse, with another burial inside the door of the primary structure (Roundhouse 2.1). Those to the east were all aged around full-term (38-40 weeks), while the infant beside the door was slightly younger (37+ weeks). There were also two adult burials of this period. A female was buried in Iron Age tradition, laid a flexed posture on her left side and facing east, in the south-eastern corner of the same settlement enclosure (Burial 2.1) and an isolated adult skull (Burial 2.9), also probably female, was found just to the south-east of the roundhouse. This suggests a pattern of gendering of the domestic space marked by female and infant burials in the eastern part of this enclosure which echoes that noted at Shiptonthorpe. A further three infant burials (the two for which an age estimate was possible being 38-40 weeks) were found in the ditch and gully which mark the boundaries of the adjacent enclosure to the east along with an adult human skull (Burial 2.6) found nearby on the eastern boundary.
The location of these burials on the enclosure boundaries also indicates a careful pattern, again with a focus on the eastern side. However, in contrast to the western enclosure, these burials were not associated with the roundhouses, which in this part 8 of the site do not seem to have served a domestic purpose. The evidence from this phase demonstrates that the careful burial of full-term infants close to the domestic sphere was a tradition that was already firmly established here during the later Iron Age.
[ INSERT FIG 6 HERE] In the early to mid-Roman period (Fig. 7) , six infant burials (all that were aged being around full term, 38-40 weeks) were clustered in a single area at the northern end of a major domestic building (Building 3.1), both within the structure and in the yard immediately outside. An older infant (Burial 3.31), aged 9-12 months, was found further south in the courtyard of this building, and a further isolated infant burial of uncertain age was located within Enclosure 3.3A further to the east. This again shows a strong spatial clustering of neonatal infant burials in a domestic context, but without any evidence for a preference for the eastern end of building as seen elsewhere. The layout of Building 3.1 is not certain, but the clustering does appear to be associated with its northern wing.
[ INSERT FIG 7 HERE] In the mid-Roman period (Fig. 8) , there are two clusters of infant burials. A group of four individuals (three aged 38-40 weeks, the other 41-43 weeks) lay near to those of the preceding period to the east of the Building 3.1, and immediately to the south of the bathhouse. There is probably a mixture of factors accounting for this pattern, combining the tradition of burial in this zone with proximity to the new structures. The second group of four (three aged 38-40 weeks, the other of uncertain age) was located to the east of another domestic building (3.2) within the eastern enclosure and on its boundary (Ditch 3.7 and Enclosure Ditch 3.3). These two clusters seem to indicate a recurrence of a preference for easterly locations. There was also a group of cremation burials of this period interred to the northwest, near a then-disused boundary ditch (see above).
[ INSERT FIG 8 HERE] In the later Roman period (Fig. 9) , the infant burials were more dispersed, with three in the vicinity of bathhouse, both under its northern extension, in the yard to its north, and in the area to its south; all continuing earlier locational patterns. One was aged 41-43 weeks, but the other two, perhaps significantly, were less than fullterm, perhaps hinting at a different pattern associated with the baths. (An extended male adult burial, Burial 4.40, was also found to the north of the bathhouse, but this may date to after its demolition.) The seven other infant burials of this period were found around the walls of the eastern part of a poorly surviving stone building (4.5) which was probably domestic, and were found both to its east and along its south side. Of the six that can be aged, one was aged 37 weeks, the others 38-40 weeks, continuing the previous rite of selective burial. There was also an isolated find of an adult skull from this period (Burial 4.39).
[ INSERT FIG 9 HERE] In summary, at Burnby Lane there seems to be a strong clustering of neonatal infant burials that implies that their interment was governed by social rules.
Taken with the contemporary evidence from Shiptonthorpe, we can see a pattern of their burial close to domestic buildings, with some apparent preference for the eastern side. This perhaps implies a gendering of space within these buildings with the eastern side associated with women and with childbirth as discussed by Scott. 35 The other obvious pattern for the burial of full-term infants shows an association with boundary locations around domestic habitations, where there is again a preference for locations to the east and also perhaps to the north. There is little to imply any chronological change in rules governing spatial patterning, although there is perhaps evidence that the strength of clustering weakened through time. In general premature infants and those who died after birth are less well represented in the evidence, and we would suggest that they were subject to different socials rules with their burial probably taking place in other locations. There is slight evidence that we may be seeing some of location and ritual patterning in these groups first with the cluster of premature infants around the bathhouse in the later Roman phase, and secondly with the burial of the cremated remains of some children together with adults at both Burnby Lane and Shiptonthorpe.
PATTERNS IN THE EVIDENCE: HAYTON -BURIAL RITUAL
Although there is clear evidence from the Burnby Lane excavation for the very careful location of infant burials, the evidence does not reveal any discernible preference for their orientation, or the side upon which they were laid. We also lack unambiguous evidence for the presence of grave goods (with occasional objects included being most likely the result of casual inclusion of refuse within grave fills). In one case, an infant was carefully placed in the grave underneath an imbrex tile, in another a tegula was used. Otherwise, burials were made in small pits without archaeologically detectable ceremonial, presumably indicating that they were wrapped in cloth.
Intriguingly the Burnby Lane site also produced an unusually large number of animal burials including a substantial number of deposits that seem to have been associated with communal feasting on lambs and sheep. Analysis of these deposits suggests that they were the product of celebrations marking stages within the human 
